Faith
underFire
Members of the clergy search team at Reformation Lutheran Church in Wichita, Kan., were candid when they
offered Lowell Michelson the position of senior pastor last year. They explained that the congregation was dealing
with the morally and politically contentious issue of abortion. Some families had left the congregation in protest
of the medical practice of Dr. George Tiller, a longtime church member and physician who operated an abortion
clinic, and pro-life advocates occasionally picketed church grounds. “It’s been an issue here for several years,”
says Michelson, who accepted the search committee’s call and joined the staff in August 2008.
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